Manager, Consumer & Industry Contact

SOUTH JERSEY DISTRICT

PO BOX 9001

BELLMAWR NJ 08099-9631

To Whom It May Concern,

I am against the Postal Service plan to move the Monmouth mail to Trenton and eliminate local overnight delivery for the following reasons:

*It goes against the purpose of the Post Office and is in violation of the law 

*It is at the request of large mailers who stand to benefit

*The proposal is a rate increase since local overnight delivery will now be at express rates

*Workers, their families and communities will be devastated by the loss/transfer of jobs

*Veterans returning from wars will have fewer opportunities for living wage jobs

*Checks, other income, and critical time-sensitive documents could be delayed

*Individuals might not receive their medications when needed

*Mortgage and other bill payments could be delayed causing late charges or worse

*Election results could be negatively affected by the delay in mail

*Small local businesses and non-profits could see further delay in their local mailings

*The delay in service problems will be even greater for those in rural areas

*The Postal Service willfully failed to notify all the affected communities of the proposed changes.  

*The Postal Service has not made a convincing case that money will be saved

The financial situation at the USPS is not permanent and the “crisis” is largely created by:

1. Excessive discounts to large mailers like Time Warner, Bank of America, etc.

2. The 2006 PAEA legislation, which set unrealistic price caps and; 

3. Mandated prefunding of retiree health benefits for employees who have not even been born. 

4. Overpayments to CSRS (over 50 billion) and FERS (6.9 billion) retirement funds.

5. The change by large mailers to use standard mail instead of first class mail.

6. The recession.

Rather than reduce service and eliminate living wage jobs, the Postal Service and Congress should address the causes of the problem.  Mail service for the American people should be improved, not reduced.  The Postal Service is not a business, but is a service to the people of the United States.  The law states,

“The United States Postal Service shall be operated as a basic and fundamental service provided to the people by the Government of the United States, authorized by the Constitution, created by Act of Congress, and supported by the people. The Postal Service shall have as its basic function the obligation to provide postal services to bind the Nation together through the personal, educational, literary, and business correspondence of the people. It shall provide prompt, reliable, and efficient services to patrons in all areas and shall render postal services to all communities. The costs of establishing and maintaining the Postal Service shall not be apportioned to impair the overall value of such service to the people.”
A postal system is a valuable infrastructure for a democratic nation.  Do not weaken our country by violating the law and dismantling the United States Postal Service.

Sincerely,

